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from executive director jill mackenzie

W
HILE I LOVE MY DAILY WALKS 
throughout the Hagley property, 
before I head out, I make sure I 
have the proper shoes, sunglasses, 

and sunscreen. I can relate to the Author Talk on 
September 26 by Rachel Gross about how trips into 
nature usually start with a shopping trip. Being 
out in nature is big business!  Consumers spend an 
astounding amount each year just to get outside. 
Her talk explores many themes related to her book, 
Shopping All the Way to the Woods: How the Outdoor 
Industry Sold Nature to America. This is the first of two 
fall Author Talks, with the second on December 5 
featuring David Alff and his book, The Northeast 
Corridor: The Trains, the People, the History, the Region.
 Fall is a busy time at Hagley as we welcome two 
of our most notable annual events, the Hagley Car 
Show and the Hagley Craft Fair.  We celebrate the 
British Invasion at the Car Show on September 15 as 
we feature British cars known for their classic style. 
Tickets are now on sale online and at the Hagley 
Visitor Center.
 The Craft Fair, October 19 and 20, is also a stylish 
event with wares from more than 100 artisans and 

vendors. While I love the artistry of the crafts and 
always buy holidays gifts for family at the Fair, for 
myself, I head to the Specialty Food Market. Each year 
there are new tastes to explore and foods to try.
 With Hagley’s mission to inspire people to be 
innovative in their own lives, it is fitting that at the 
2024 National History Day Delaware event Hagley 
presented three awards, including The American 
Innovation Award, and The American Technology 

Award in the Junior and Senior Division. This annual 
competition truly inspires students in grades 6 -12 to 
innovate while keeping a focus on the past. Hagley is 
proud to be a part of this important competition.
 Enjoy our fall edition of the magazine!  As the 
weather cools down, I hope to see you walking on 
our trails, no special gear necessary! 

Fall is a busy time at Hagley 
as we welcome two of our 

most notable annual events, 
the Hagley Car Show and 

the Hagley Craft Fair.
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Hagley Car Show: 
The British Invasion

T
HIS YEAR’S HAGLEY CAR SHOW features classic British 
cars often known for their unique styles, 
craftsmanship, and history. From the elegant 
curves of a Jaguar E-Type to the iconic 

grille of a Bentley, these cars embody artistic 
automotive design. The attention to detail in 
their interiors, use of high-quality materials, and 
handcrafted finishes set them apart. Many 
classic British cars were produced in limited 
quantities, making them inherently rare. Hagley 
welcomes these rare vehicles to the Feature 
Field on Sunday, September 15, with a “British 
Invasion” theme.
 Scott Adams will show his 1961 Morris Motors 
Mini Traveler, with stunning Union Jack roofing. The 
original Mini is considered an icon of 1960s British 
popular culture. Its space-saving transverse engine and 
front-wheel drive layout influenced a generation of car makers. 
Seth Rochette plans to show his 1979 MGB. The MGB was first 
released in 1962 to satisfy the demand for a more modern and 
comfortable sports car. 
 The ticketing structure is changing in two important ways. 
Interest in the Hagley Car Show is greater than the physical 
capacity of Hagley’s historic property. To improve the experience 
for all guests, admission will only be offered through pre-sale, 
with no option for day-of purchase. Admission will be sold by the 
carload rather than individual tickets. Visit hagley.org/carshow for 
tickets and information. 

hagley car show
Sunday, September 15 – 10am to 4pm 
Hagley Members: $20/carload starting June 27 
(increases to $25 starting July 18) 
General Public: $25/carload starting July 18 
(increases to $30 starting August 7) 
main entrance • 200 hagley creek road 
advance tickets only • Hagley.org/carshow

kerry harrison
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scenes from fireworks

hagley thanks fireworks presenting partners

HAGLEY’S 
FIREWORKS 
featured a diva-
filled soundtrack that 
rocked the crowd! The 
spectacular pyrotechnics 
by Fireworks by Grucci held 
in June coordinated with music by 
a wide variety of female artists, 
ranging from Barbra Streisand 
to Little Mix to Dolly Parton. 
Don’t miss next year’s shows 
on June 13 & 20, 2025—visit 
hagley.org/join today!
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happening at hagley

hagley author talks
september 26 and december 5 • 7pm 
soda house auditorium 
298 buck road entrance 
questions? contact clockman@hagley.org 
free, register at hagley.org/author

Hagley Author Talks

david alff

rachel gross

H
AGLEY’S FALL AUTHOR TALKS will open on September 26 
with Rachel Gross speaking about her new book, Shopping 
All the Way to the Woods: How the Outdoor Industry Sold 
Nature to America. In it, Gross explores the irony 

of how trips into nature usually start with shopping in 
an outdoor recreational store or browsing through 
online offerings. With consumers spending billions 
of dollars on clothing and equipment each year 
as they seek out nature, the American outdoor 
sector grew over the past 150 years from a 
small collection of outfitters to an industry 
contributing more than 2 percent of the nation’s 
economic output.
 Drawing on material from the Hagley 
Library’s holdings on DuPont, as well as 
documents from Gore, Gross argues that this 
success was predicated not just on creating functional 
equipment but also on selling an authentic, anticommercial 
outdoor identity. Gross is an assistant professor at the University 
of Colorado, Denver. She received several grants from Hagley 
to support her research for this book. 
 David Alff will speak about his book, The Northeast 
Corridor: The Trains, the People, the History, the Region at 
the fall’s second author talk on December 5. It is the first 
comprehensive history of the most heavily traveled train 
line in the United States. Alff shows how these nineteenth-
century train tracks transformed hundreds of miles of Atlantic 
shoreline into a political capital, a global financial hub, and home 
to fifty million people. The Northeast Corridor reveals how freight trains, 
commuter rail, and Amtrak influenced—and in turn were shaped 
by—centuries of American industrial expansion, metropolitan growth, 
downtown decline, and revitalization.
 Paying as much attention to Aberdeen, Trenton, New Rochelle, 
and Providence as to New York City, Philadelphia, and Baltimore (and 
drawing heavily on Hagley’s railroad collections), Alff provides narrative 
thrills for history buffs, train enthusiasts, and adventurers alike. Alff is an 
associate professor at the State University of New York – Buffalo.
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happening at hagley

Art, Food, & More!

hagley craft fair
Saturday, October 19 – 10am to 5pm 

Sunday, October 20 – 10am to 4pm 
$8 advance tickets, $12 at the door 

Free for members, children 5 and under 
298 Buck Road entrance 

Hagley.org/craft

H
AGLEY’S ANNUAL CRAFT FAIR on October 19 and 20 features 
hand-crafted items from more than 100 artisans and 
vendors. Crafts will be featured outdoors throughout 
the scenic grounds of Hagley’s upper property, indoors 

at the Soda House, and surrounding outdoor areas of the Soda House, 
including the Specialty Food Market.
  In the Specialty Food Market, a crowd favorite is Michelle Fox of 
Smackerals Bakery from Middletown, Delaware. Her wonderful selection 

includes cookies, whoopie pies, mini apple pies, and croissants.
             Katie Mangum will be bringing her Nutty 

Novelties to Hagley for the first time. Since 2014 
she has been making nut butters and has a line 

of twenty varieties, all with the philosophy of 
keeping them high in protein, low in sugar, 
all natural and made by hand in Telford, 
Pennsylvania.
        Barbara Land of Middletown, Delaware, is a 
metalsmith who creates one-of-a-kind wearable 

art pieces intended to connect to one’s spirit. 
Made primarily of silver and natural stone, the 

pieces are inspired by her experiences in nature. A 
surprise message for the wearer can often be found on 

the reverse.
 Another newcomer, Robert Bizup of Downingtown, 

Pennsylvania will bring his Raysun Designs to the fair. Bizup’s current 
focus is mixed media 3D sculpture design. He will feature his Home 
Pendant collection, inspired by Scandinavian design and Nordic folklore. 
All his pieces are hand-crafted of stone, wood, textiles, and other natural 
materials found while traveling across the country.
 Since the event started as a textile fair in 1978, the Craft Fair strives 
to keep that tradition alive, and the Harmony Weavers Guild helps 
Hagley to do that. The guild has been participating in the fair for many 
years and features the work of several of their 80 members who spin and 
dye yarn, weave, and create other fiber arts. The guild booth will be in its 
usual spot in the lower level of the Soda House.
 Craft Fair admission will include the du Pont family home and garden, 
and the exhibits in the barn. The Hagley Store and Hagley Handwork 
Group will both have booths in a new location inside the Library. A variety 
of food trucks will be available for lunch, and Wilmington Brew Works will 
sell their brews. Shuttle buses will be running throughout the event.
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happening at hagley

Art, Food, & More!

T
O MARK INTERNATIONAL GAMES MONTH in November, 
Hagley will host weekly board-game nights at the 
new Hagley Unboxed event. All month long, people 
are invited to play reproduction versions of historical 

games  in Hagley’s archives. These games are an entertaining 
way to engage with big business, advertising, career 
development, and other topics related to Hagley’s collecting 
mission. The games include:
 Careers – Fame? Fortune? Happiness? The Choice Is Yours! 
Design your own path to success and explore various twentieth 
century occupations along the way.
 What Shall I Be? – The Exciting Game of Careers for Girls/Boys 
Have fun navigating mid-century gender roles while achieving 
career success.
 The Boss Game – Work your way to the top of the ladder in 
this cutthroat corporate competition.
 Go for Broke – Spend-a-Million Game – Win by losing your 
money the fastest at excursions to the racetrack and casino.
 Ulcers – Survive a fiscal year with no tax fraud or raids from 
your opponents.
 Hagley Unboxed also features an exhibition on the history of 
board games and the chance for attendees to design a modern 
version of Careers.
 Hagley Unboxed takes place in Hagley’s Library from 6 to 9 
p.m. on Wednesdays, November 6, 13, 20. Space is limited, and 
advance (free) registration is required. Light refreshments will be 
available for purchase. Registration and additional information 
will be available at hagley.org/unboxed. Please email any 
questions to Hannah Spring Pfeifer, hpfeifer@hagley.org. 
 Support for Hagley Unboxed is provided by the Delaware 
Library Association. 

Game On! 
with Hagley Unboxed

hagley unboxed
November 6, 13, & 20 • 6 to 9pm 
library copeland room 
298 buck road entrance 
space is limited • registration required 
hagley.org/unboxed 
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hagley news

Inspiring Colors

T
HE FALL FOLIAGE AT HAGLEY along 
the Brandywine is absolutely 
stunning, and provides the perfect 
backdrop for Hagley’s events, 

walking tours, and demonstrations.
 The gift of a Hagley Membership not only 
supports our mission to inspire all people to be 
innovative in their own lives, it also gives your 
lucky recipient access to Hagley’s stunning 
property along the Brandywine and fantastic 
events such as Summer Nights, the Craft Fair, 
Car Show, Holidays at Hagley, and much more.
 Visit hagley.org/join today!



9

hagley news

T
HOMAS LAMB was an industrial designer 
whose attention to anatomy, people’s 
varying body sizes and abilities, and 
universal functionality formed the 

foundation of the Universal Design movement. 
The Library Conservation department at Hagley 
prioritized the Thomas Lamb collection in 2023 
because of degradation in the plastics used in his 
groundbreaking consumer items. 
 An important step in that effort occurred in 
2024 with University of Delaware undergraduate 
art conservation majors using a non-destructive 
analytical technique to identify these mystery plastics.
 Understanding the material composition of 
items in Hagley’s care is crucial for their long-term 
preservation. In the past 200 years, society has 
developed numerous semi-synthetic and manmade 
polymers, used to fulfill the need for flexible, 
lightweight, durable, translucent, and colorful 
products. These artifacts have differing sensitivities. 
Some may degrade due to moisture in the air, while 
others require cold-temperature storage to avert 
deterioration from inherent chemical instability. 
 Physical characteristics such as elasticity, gloss, 
translucence, and odor may be enough to distinguish 
some plastic types, but analytical methods allow for 
more conclusive identification. 
 Winterthur Museum, Garden &  Library, a 
neighbor to Hagley and another du Pont family site, is 
home of the Scientific Research & Analysis Laboratory. 
The items in the Lamb collection are ergonomic 
handle designs for consumer products, including 
cookware, knives, sporting goods, and luggage. Most 
were created in the first half of the twentieth century, 
a period of innovation in plastics formulations. 
 The students, under the guidance of their 
advisor Dr. Liora Mael, used Fourier Transform 
Infrared Spectroscopy to collect surface reflectance 
data, and they compared resulting graphs to 
known items in a materials database. This method 

allows for identification of the chemical makeup 
of art and heritage materials without the need 
to remove a sample from the artifact, therefore 
avoiding damage. Each material generates a unique 
spectrum, related to the way the atomic structure 
is excited by the wavelengths of energy emitted by 
the FTIR equipment.
 Students Hailey Kremenek, Susie Stovell, Clara 
Anderson, and Vivian Sanchez 
created a workflow for 
documenting the 
handles and 
organizing the 
data collected. 
Their work and 
reports will be 
used to develop 
storage plans for 
these artifacts.
 The students 
felt it was a terrific 
opportunity for them to 
learn the capabilities and 
limitations of the method 
and to understand some 
characteristic chemical 

“fingerprints” of materials, 
from cellulose nitrate to epoxy. 
Anderson mentioned how rewarding 
it was to apply her knowledge from chemistry 
courses to the analysis of such a varied and unique 
set of items. They also did background research to 
understand more about the history of the collection 
and the perspective of the designer. Sanchez enjoyed 
learning how passionate Lamb was about conveying 
design as an art form and how his creations were 
made for bettering the lives of others.

Collaboration in Conservation



10

hagley news

Three Special Awards
A

T THE 2024 NATIONAL HISTORY DAY Delaware State event in 
May, Hagley Museum and Library staffers presented three 
special awards to participating students. NHD Delaware is 
hosted by the Delaware Historical Society and was held for 

the second year at the DSU downtown campus in Dover.
 The American Innovation Award – for the best project related to the 
design and development of new ideas, methods, or products in the 

United States and its territories – went to Newark Charter School  
students Carter Lunsford, Claire Keach and Jonathan Barry in 

the Senior Division – Group Documentary. Their project, 
Unmasking the Past: How the Influenza of 1918 Changed Public 

Health Forever, was mentored by Brent Freccia.
 The American Technology Award – for the best project 
related to the study and creation of technology in the 
United States and its territories – went to Sanford School 

student Nico Mucchetti in the  Junior Division – Individual 
Documentary. His project, The Wright Brothers: How Flight Has 

Changed the World, was mentored by Sarah Cushing.
 The American Technology Award also went to Newark Charter 

School students Pranavi Kona and William Ross in the Senior 
Division – Group Website. Their project, Big Boom in Atomic Industry: 
Glenn Seaborg’s Discovery of Plutonium and Its Effect on the Cold War, was 
mentored by Brent Freccia.
 The annual competition allows American students in grades 6-12 to 
explore their passion for the past. They enter projects in one category, 
from the traditional paper essay to exhibits and websites, and the 
category winners advance to the next stage. Competition happens at 
the school, regional, state, and national level. Students also have the 
opportunity to be nominated for special awards.
 Awardees were nominated by the judges for their respective 
categories and selected by Hagley’s Library Coordinator Hannah Spring 
Pfeifer and Head of Reference Services Angela Schad.

american innovation award winners 
carter lunsford, claire keach, and 

johnathan barry
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Where in the World 
are Hagley’s Patent Models?

Y
OU MAY COME ACROSS some of Hagley’s 
patent models in unexpected places. 
Most recently, Hagley sent a group 
of patent models out on loan to 

the Tellus Science Museum, also a Smithsonian 
Affiliate, in Cartersville, Georgia. Tellus’s newest 
exhibition, which features twelve of Hagley’s 
nineteenth-century patent models, is titled 

“Patents: The Engine of Invention,” and is on view 
until February 23, 2025.
 And soon, another selection of Hagley’s 
patent models will become a part of the Library 
Foundation of Los Angeles and the Los Angeles 
Public Library’s exhibition titled “No Prior Art.” 
This project is part of the Getty Foundation’s 
third Pacific Standard Time initiative, focusing on 
bridging the gap between arts and science. The 
project “will explore how the creative process 
of invention nurtures new ideas and technology 
across the full spectrum of arts and sciences, and 
can often blur the boundaries between these 
fields,” the organizers have written. The show, and 
accompanying public programs, will run from 
September 2024 through May 2025. 
 Closer to home, Hagley’s museum collections 
team are getting ready to refresh an exhibition 
of patent models at The Mill in downtown 
Wilmington. Since 2016, a selection of Hagley’s 
patent models have been on display in The Mill’s 
lobby space. Models have been swapped out 
to create inspiring new displays for The Mill’s 
members to enjoy. 

hagley collections
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thanks to our corporate partners!

T
HANKS TO OUR CORPORATE PARTNERS!  
It is with their support that Hagley is able 
to offer events such as Summer Nights at 
Hagley, DuPont Discovery Loft activities, 

Fireworks at Hagley, Science Saturdays, and more. Visit 
hagley.org/events for the current events schedule.

kerry harrison

Thank You!
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in the hagley museum store

F
ALL IS FOR CARS AND CRAFTERS. Whether you choose to curl 
up with a bit of auto history, enjoy a bit of floral crafting, or 
tackle a UGEARS model, the Museum Store has an activity 
for you.

 This fall, the Museum Store has a wonderful selection of books 
about all types of autos for the car enthusiast. Read up on local 
car racing with Delaware Auto Racing or perhaps the Legends of 
Delaware Auto Racing. If auto history is more your speed, pick up 
a copy of Car Crazy and steer through the battle for supremacy 
between the Ford Motor and Olds Motor Vehicle companies.
 Looking for something a little more hands-on without the 
grease? The Museum Store has a nice selection of auto-
related UGEARS. Create your own working model of a 
car differential. There is also the model retro car, and 
if you’re looking for something with two wheels you 
can build your own Indie Moto. All UGEARS models 
are laser-cut, mechanical, and functional, and they 
don’t need glue for assembly.
  For the fall crafters, Kikkerland has a fine 
selection of floral needlepoint. Looking to create 
your own bit of garden stamping? The Museum Store 
has flower and bug stamp kits that include everything 
you need to create your own personalized cards and 
stationery. If you’re looking to preserve the flowers from your 
garden, a flower press could be the solution. Dried and pressed 
flowers can be just the right craft for preserving the memories of your 
beautiful garden.

Fall Cars & Crafts

hagley members receive a discount on all hagley store purchases!
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events calendar

kerry harrison

kerry harrison

kerry harrison

visit hagley.org first!
before your visit, be sure to check the 
hagley website for the latest updates.

Unless otherwise noted, activities listed are included with admission, 
free for hagley members, and free for children five and under.
Science Saturdays – hagley.org/scisat for schedule and topics 
PRESENTED BY YOUNG CONAWAY STARGATT & TAYLOR LLP 

Experiment and innovate with Hagley’s series of science activities. 
Visitors use their creativity to make scientific discoveries. Use 

Hagley’s main entrance.

WEDNESDAYS IN AUGUST – 5 TO 8 P.M. 
Summer Nights at Hagley 

PRESENTED BY DOGFISH HEAD CRAFT BREWERY 
Enjoy an after-work hike or a picnic along 

the Brandywine’s most beautiful mile 
on summer Wednesday evenings in 
August. Bring a picnic or visit a food 
truck on site. Dogfish Head beer and 
canned cocktails and Woodside Farm 
Creamery ice cream will be available for 

purchase. Canine companions welcome!
$5 per person, free for members, dogs, and 

children five and under. 

SELECT SATURDAYS IN AUGUST – 11 A.M. TO 3:30 P.M.
Summer Saturdays  

Spend a Saturday at Hagley and enjoy activities 
from water balloon games to wooden boat races! 

Visit hagley.org/summer for activities and details.  

SELECT SATURDAYS IN AUGUST – 11 A.M. TO 3:30 P.M. 
Fishing on the Brandywine  
Enjoy a relaxing afternoon of fishing on the Brandywine, no 
fishing license required. Visit hagley.org/fishing for details.  

AUGUST 25, SEPTEMBER 29, OCTOBER 27, NOVEMBER 9-11 – 1, 2, & 3 P.M. 
Cannon Firing Demonstrations 
Have a blast during your visit to Hagley with cannon firings in the 
Hagley Powder Yard that demonstrate how black powder was made 
and used. Demonstrations held next to the Millwright Shop.

SEPTEMBER 15 – SUNDAY – 10 A.M. TO 4 P.M. 
Hagley Car Show 

“The British Invasion” 
Experience the wonders of automotive 
innovation. Browse through more 
than 500 antique and restored cars 
that date from the late 1990s to the 
early twentieth century. Visit hagley.org/
carshow for info/tickets. The museum will 
be closed on September 15 for the car show. 

SEPTEMBER 26 – THURSDAY – 7 P.M. 
Author Talk: Rachel Gross 
Gross will discuss her book, Shopping All the Way to the Woods: How the 
Outdoor Industry Sold Nature to America. Held in the Soda House auditorium. 
Registration is free but required, visit hagley.org/gross for details.

OCTOBER 19 & 20 – SATURDAY 10 A.M. TO 5 P.M., SUNDAY 10 A.M. TO 4 P.M. 
Hagley Craft Fair
Unique artisans, a specialty food market, and two days to 
enjoy! Crafts will be featured outdoors throughout the 
scenic grounds of Hagley’s upper property, indoors 
at the Soda House and surrounding outdoor 
areas of the Soda House, including the 
Specialty Food Market. Visit hagley.org/
craft for info. $8 for advance tickets $12 
at the door, free for Hagley Members 
and children five and under.

OCTOBER 26 – SATURDAY – 10 A.M. TO 4 P.M. 
Halloween at Hagley
Looking for a safe place to trick or 
treat this Halloween? Head to Hagley 
for spooktacular activities! Children 
are invited to come in costume and visit 
treat stations throughout the property.

NOVEMBER 1 – FRIDAY  
Hagley Fall Conference: Real Estate 
Development and the Built Environment
Despite the central role that real estate development plays 
in the physical form and geography of buildings, cities, and suburbs in 
market economies, scholars have engaged in relatively little research on the 
inner workings of its figures and processes in relation to the built environment. 
Hagley’s conference will bring together in conversation scholars from these and 
related fields in the humanities and social sciences to explore the relationships 
between private, for-profit real estate and architecture, urbanism, and 
landscape design. Visit hagley.org/conf for information and registration.

planning to enter hagley’s 2024 gingerbread 
house contest? check hagley.org/gingerbread 
for registration and entry dates!
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powder keg kids puzzle page

G R C F A B R I C Y F G N I T L I U Q U M I O K C 
E D A M D N A H C E U S E R U T A I N I M T R Y T 
P S J V M U S T Z R C G N I V R A C W O C V Z E Z 
U Q I A Z S K O F U X R R M J R A C F A Y T S L M 
Q L S Q K L I K W T H K L D C S T M M L T Y J G R 
G R E X I U L P J P J E W E L R Y Z G E F E S N R
I T W M P G L G E L M D W A T E R C O L O R Z A E 
K J I H S G N N J U M U F S C M A V N E D T O G P 
R O N P N O R S I C J V L O G N I T T I N K W M P 
O A G W O G F K I S O D Z T D V Y G H B X R X C E 
W J Z W I F A D A R A E B Y E N O H Z T Y O A W P 
T G N I T N I A P T V P O T T E R Y Z L P O V T L 
R L P W A D V Q T F H A W P E C W B J D Q O L S B 
A O C L E V R W F R T B O N E N E S T E R A K R H 
T L G I R Z P H Q O E M Q R E S R T M V H V M V X 
T F A R C I D N A H C X D N X A J J Q U S Z E T Y 
A V K G N I W E R B J I W F S P N R X R N O E T L

THE HAGLEY CRAFT FAIR on October 19 & 20 is a great way to get an early start to your holiday shopping. 
Find these words related to crafts in the grid below.

PHOTO PUZZLE ANSWERS: 1) ADDITIONAL TENT TOP  2) ADDITIONAL WINE BOTTLE IN BAG  3) BAG PATTERN IS DIFFERENT  4) TEXT ON BOARD IS DIFFERENT   5) WIRE BASKET SUPPORT IS MISSING   
6) QR CODE ON SIGN IS DIFFERENT. HMMMM... 7) TOWEL IN BASKET IS  LARGER  8) POM POM ON HAT IS MISSING

WORD LIST

ARTWORK
BREWING
CARVING
CREATIONS
FABRIC
HANDICRAFT
HANDMADE
JEWELRY
KNITTING
MINIATURES
PAINTING
POTTERY
QUILTING
SCULPTURE
SEWING
SKILL
WATERCOLOR

SPOT THE DIFFERENCES! Can you find eight differences between the two pictures above?
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